
 Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #14
                     *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Arletta Thomas, (Hosp.); Sharon & Gary Fetterhoff & Family; Sue Maichle & Family; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder, (Leon/Diane Shaffer’s granddaughter); Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Aaron Herb; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Randy Pomeroy, (Brother of Carol/Gary Miller’s Son-in-law); Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Ellen Snyder; Ben Rissinger; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave; Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf;  Sue Miller; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Earl Zartman, (Hosp); Jerry Valentine
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
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                                APRIL 10, 2022
     Palm Sunday 
Deke Rider - Guest Speaker 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

   Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
      Valleys new email!  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Deke Rider, Guest Speaker
Norine Goss, Liturgist

Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
April 10, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Palm Sunday 
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.
   Prelude    
Announcements, Call to Worship, Invocation    Diane Shaffer                                  
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                                    
L:  We raise our voices and wave with joyful hope the palms of deliverance of God’s people.
P:  Hosanna! Hosanna to the Son of David!
L:  Our hearts are filled with expectation as we welcome the coming king.

P:  Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
L:  We receive into the crowded streets of our lives the one who is Savior, not only of us, but of all the earth.

P:  Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest heaven!
 
Invocation                                                  
Jesus, when you rode into Jerusalem the people waved palms with shouts of acclamation. Grant that when the shouting dies we may still walk beside you. AMEN.

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
O. Test.: Zechariah 9:9                           (See Insert)  Donna Novinger
Psalm: Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 (Responsively)   (See Insert)  Liturgist
O. Test.: Malachi 3:1-2                          (See Insert)   Doris Hand
Hymn -            “All Glory, Laud and Honor”             Page 173
* Gospel: Luke 19:-28-40                    (See Insert)    Ken Bechtel                   
Sermon:                  “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”   
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn -                “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”               Page 174 
Benediction
                                               
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”      Liturgist
Response: “And also with you.”                      Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today April 10th Palm Sunday! Masks are no longer required but strongly encouraged. Social distancing is not required but please do so if you feel more comfortable. Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you. Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday April 12th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Pulled Pork, Baked beans, Salad, Fruit Salad (Choice of French or Ranch or Italian dressing), Dessert (Choice of Choc cake w/PB or Choc cake w/white or Yellow cake w/white or Yellow cake w/choc).  Meals must be reserved by Thurs. Apr. 7th. Please see signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.
PALM SUNDAY SERVICE APRIL 10th is In-person and online. Deke Rider (Camp Hebron Director) is our guest speaker.

CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
Apr. 10 - 9:00AM - Sunday School - Palm Sunday
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online - Deke Rider (Camp Director at Camp Hebron) will be guest speaker

Apr. 17 - Easter Sunday - 6:30AM Easter Sunrise Service at Camp Hebron at Breezewood outdoor chapel, Pastor Brendon Hock is the speaker. Halifax United Methodist will serve breakfast at Breezewood Inn dining hall after the service. 
                9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online - Holy Communion - Rev. Kristine Heckard is guest pastor

LIFELINE BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN begins April 10th thru May 15th.  See Marie Herb if you have questions.
EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE SUNDAY APRIL 17th will be held at Camp Hebron at 6:30AM at Breezewood (at outdoor chapel, park near Breezewood dining hall for service). Pastor Brendon Hock is the speaker. Halifax United Methodist will serve breakfast at Breezewood Inn dining hall after the service. 

EASTER SERVICE SUNDAY APRIL 17th AT VALLEYS will be held at 10:15AM - In-person and online.  Holy Communion  will be served in the pews (please have bread and  grape  juice ready if you are viewing online). Pastor Kristine Heckard will be guest pastor.
SUNDAY APRIL 24th: Pastor Ron Reitz will be the special speaker during worship service.
A Concert and Celebration of Life Service for June Wiest will be held on Sunday May 1 at 3:00PM at Valleys E.C.C. Autumn and Canyon, sister and brother duo are the Buffalo Mountain Bluegrass Band. Please join us as we celebrate June with music, memories and love.    

SUNDAY MAY 8th: Rev. Howard Burgoyne, East Coast Conference Superintendent of ECC, will be the special speaker during worship service.   
1st SCRIPTURE READING-O. T. - Zechariah 9:9 (NLT)
9 Rejoice, O people of Zion! 
Shout in triumph, O people of Jerusalem! 
Look, your king is coming to you. 
He is righteous and victorious, yet he is humble, riding on a donkey— riding on a donkey’s colt.
2nd Reading - Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good!
    His faithful love endures forever.
2 Let all Israel repeat:
    “His faithful love endures forever.”
19 Open for me the gates where the righteous enter,
    and I will go in and thank the Lord.
20 These gates lead to the presence of the Lord,
    and the godly enter there.
21 I thank you for answering my prayer
    and giving me victory!
22 The stone that the builders rejected
    has now become the cornerstone.
23 This is the Lord’s doing,
    and it is wonderful to see.
24 This is the day the Lord has made.
    We will rejoice and be glad in it.
25 Please, Lord, please save us.
    Please, Lord, please give us success.
26 Bless the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
    We bless you from the house of the Lord.
27 The Lord is God, shining upon us.
    Take the sacrifice and bind it with cords on the altar.
28 You are my God, and I will praise you!
    You are my God, and I will exalt you!
29 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good!
    His faithful love endures forever.
3rd Reading - O. Test. - Malachi 3:1-2 (NLT)
3 “Look! I am sending my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. Then the Lord you are seeking will suddenly come to his Temple. The messenger of the covenant, whom you look for so eagerly, is surely coming,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies.
2 “But who will be able to endure it when he comes? Who will be able to stand and face him when he appears? For he will be like a blazing fire that refines metal, or like a strong soap that bleaches clothes.
*4th Reading - Gospel - Luke19:28-40 (NLT)
28 After telling this story, Jesus went on toward Jerusalem, walking ahead of his disciples. 29 As he came to the towns of Bethphage and Bethany on the Mount of Olives, he sent two disciples ahead. 30 “Go into that village over there,” he told them. “As you enter it, you will see a young donkey tied there that no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks, ‘Why are you untying that colt?’ just say, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 32 So they went and found the colt, just as Jesus had said. 33 And sure enough, as they were untying it, the owners asked them, “Why are you untying that colt?” 34 And the disciples simply replied, “The Lord needs it.” 35 So they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their garments over it for him to ride on.
36 As he rode along, the crowds spread out their garments on the road ahead of him. 37 When he reached the place where the road started down the Mount of Olives, all of his followers began to shout and sing as they walked along, praising God for all the wonderful miracles they had seen. 38 “Blessings on the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in highest heaven!”
39 But some of the Pharisees among the crowd said, “Teacher, rebuke your followers for saying things like that!” 40 He replied, “If they kept quiet, the stones along the road would burst into cheers!”
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS:  Apr. 10 (Palm Sunday) - To be announced; Apr. 17 (Easter Sunday) - Ed & Peggy Berra; Apr. 24 - Bob Endy
*Lay Readers and Sunday School Teachers please note: If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger and the church office. Thank you. 

Hymn: “All Glory Laud and Honor” (Page 173 in Red hymnal)                                  John Mason Neale | Melchior Teschner | Theodulph Of Orleans        

   SAINT THEODULPH    Public Domain
CCLI Song # 29509 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  All glory laud and honor
To Thee Redeemer King
To whom the lips of children
Make sweet hosannas ring
Thou art the King of Israel
Thou David's royal Son
Who in the Lord's name comest
The King and Blessed One
Verse 2  The company of angels
Are praising Thee on high
And mortal men and all things
Created make reply
The people of the Hebrews
With palms before Thee went
Our praise and prayer and anthems
Before Thee we present
Verse 3  To Thee before Thy passion
They sang their hymns of praise
To Thee now high exalted
Our melody we raise
Thou didst accept their praises
Accept the prayers we bring
Who in all good delightest
Thou good and gracious King  Amen

Links for Hymn: “All Glory, Laud and Honor” (Pg 173 Red hymnal):
https://youtu.be/RCdupLpGw6w?t=1 

https://youtu.be/j2vnmHE-fIA?t=2 

LAY READERS: Apr. 10 (Palm Sunday) - Donna Novinger, Doris Hand, Ken Bechtel; Apr. 17 (Easter Sunday) - Scott Miller, Theresa Miller; Apr. 24 - Bridget Campbell, Gerry Wiest.
History of hymn “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” - Can you picture the excitement of this scene? Jesus enters Jerusalem on a donkey with crowds of people shouting “Hosanna.” Matthew also tells us that the children were shouting “Hosanna” in the temple (Matt. 21:15, NIV). Jeanette Threlfall (1821-1880) envisioned this celebration, especially the role the children played. Her hymn “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” begins with the children singing and a reminder that Jesus welcomed and blessed the children throughout his ministry. This hymn was written by Jennette Threfall a century and a half ago.  People who didn’t know Jennette might have pitied her, because as a child she was orphaned and as an adult she suffered an accident that rendered her an invalid.  But the people around her knew her, not for her handicap, but for her cheerful nature and she loved to write poems and hymns.  She was a woman of deep faith who expressed that faith through her poetry.  In her song, “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna,” she invites us to celebrate again the coming of Jesus into Jerusalem in his Triumphal Entry.
     She wrote this prayer to the Source of her strength: “O Loving Father, give Thy poor child strength! Thou knowest she has none: O loving Father, give her strength to say, “Thy Will Be Done!” Threlfall must have loved to imagine the children running and shouting “Hosanna” and being welcomed into the arms of Jesus. The hymn was paired with the hymn tune ELLACOMBE in 1898 in a successful hymnal that was revised and updated in four editions through 2005. Her original poem had four stanzas. Music Ellacombe, a German melody from 1784, adapted by William Henry Monk (1823-1889)
      As we commemorate Palm Sunday in our worship services today, we remember the drama of the first crowd that gathered to shout “Hosanna” and hail Jesus as king as he entered Jerusalem. Miss Threlfall reminds us that we also look to the day when Jesus enters the new Jerusalem, where white-robed multitudes will again take up their palms, shouting: “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” (Rev. 7:9-10 NIV).
Hymn: “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” (Pg 176 in Red hymnal)

Jennette Threlfall | Theodulph Of Orleans | Xavier Ludwig Hartig

       ELLACOMBE Public Domain

CCLI Song # 197280 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  Hosanna loud hosanna
The little children sang
Through pillared court and temple
The lovely anthem rang
To Jesus who had blessed them
Close folded to his breast
The children sang their praises
The simplest and the best
Verse 2   From Olivet they followed
'Mid an exultant crowd
The victor palm-branch waving
And chanting clear and loud
The Lord of men and angels
Rode on in lowly state
Nor scorned that little children
Should on his bidding wait
Verse 3   Hosanna in the Highest
That ancient song we sing
For Christ is our Redeemer
The Lord of heaven our King
O may we ever praise him
With heart and life and voice
And in his blissful presence
Eternally rejoice
Link for hymn: “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”  (Page 174):   
https://youtu.be/yjWn548loZo?t=2 
https://youtu.be/ij1khwpf7P4?t=2
History of Hymn: “All Glory, Laud and Honor”-

“All Glory, Laud, and Honor” is perhaps the typical Palm Sunday entrance hymn. With its Latin text written in the 9th century by Theodulph of Orleans (ca. 750-821), its English translation  (originally written in Latin) was translated in 1851 by John Mason Neale (1818-1866) and its majestic 17th-century German tune by Melchior Teschner (1584-1635), one would have to look far and wide for a hymn more rooted in Western historical and cultural traditions. Neale revised his translation in 1854 and revised it further in 1861. The hymn was originally made of thirty-nine verses however only the first twelve lines were sung since a ninth-century published manuscript attributed to St. Gall under Neal’s translation.

Methodist hymnologist Fred Gealy notes the context for the writing of this hymn: “According to the legend as told by Clichtoveus, in his Elucidatorium, 1516, the hymn was composed and first sung on a certain Sunday when Theodulph was imprisoned in Angers. Emperor Louis was present that day as the procession moved through the city and halted beneath the tower where the saint was imprisoned. Suddenly, to his astonishment, the emperor heard from above the Gloria Laus, chanted loudly and melodiously. Being charmed, he asked the name of the singer and was told that it was his own prisoner, Theodulph. Moved with compassion for him, the emperor pardoned the saint, returned him to his see and ordered that henceforth the hymn which Theodulph had composed be sung on Palm Sunday.”  

    British hymnologist J. Richard Watson notes that “modern scholars have cast doubt on the story of the release from prison, which would have appealed strongly to [the translator and romantic John Mason] Neale. Louis did not visit Angers after 818, which was the date of Theodulph’s imprisonment. Neale would have liked to think that a hymn could have such a powerful effect.”Although sung at other times, this hymn is usually sung on Palm Sunday. It beautifully captures the spontaneous joy which greeter the King of Kings as he triumphantly rode into Jerusalem. It is based on Matthew 21-:1-11 although reference to ‘palm’ follows the Biblical version of John’s Gospel since both in the gospels of Matthew and Mark the crowd uses branches from the trees.

MISSION OFFERING donations (January thru April) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM.  

GIRL SCOUTS: Trp. 10728 meets 2nd & 4th Sun. 5:30-7PM; Trp.11300 meets 1 & 3 Mon.; Trp. 10740 meets 2nd & 4th Tues. 5:45-8PM; Trp. 11301 meets 2nd Thurs. 6-7:30PM; Trp. 11570 meets every other Friday 6-7:30PM. G. S. Leaders meet 1st Mon. of the month.

ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 

Attendance: 
In-person worship for Apr. 3 was 49. 
Face book views for Apr. 3 as of Apr. 6 were 33.

Face book views for Mar. 27 as of Apr. 6 were 49.

VALLEYS ONLINE CHURCH SURVEY:  Thank you to everyone who took time to do the PH Survey! The results are available.

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #14                  April 10, 2022                   “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”

                                                         Palm Sunday

We know how many of you appreciate the weekly devotional and we plan to continue doing them by having different members do a devotional each week if possible.

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:

L: We raise our voices and wave with joyful hope the palms of deliverance of God’s     people.

P: Hosanna! Hosanna to the Son of David!

L: Our hearts are filled with expectation as we welcome the coming king.

P: Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!

L: We receive into the crowded streets of our lives the one who is Savior, not only of us, but of all the earth.

P: Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest heaven!

Invocation

Jesus, when you rode into Jerusalem the people waved palms with shouts of acclamation. Grant that when the shouting dies, we may still walk beside you. AMEN.

Readings: *indicates sermon text

Old Testament: Zechariah 9:9

Responsive: Psalm 118:1-2, 12-29

Old Testament: Malachi 3:1-2

*Gospel: Luke 19:28-40

Meditation:  “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”

What do we think of when we hear Palm Sunday? Of course, we think it is the Sunday before Easter. It is the start of Holy Week. It is Jesus’ Triumphant entry into Jerusalem. I remember some years ago the choir would proceed up the middle aisle of the sanctuary singing the first hymn with the congregation. Sometimes children would walk around the sanctuary waving a palm while the congregation waved their palms. It was just a bit like a crowd waving Jesus into Jerusalem and brought it all to life. For many years the choir would sing an anthem called “The Palms” and the congregation would help sing a part of it. We haven’t been able to sing it since the pandemic began and I miss it. It always made Palm Sunday Special.

Jesus had been making his way to Jerusalem for what will be his final time. It is near the time of Passover and there are many people going to Jerusalem with him. Jesus teaches those who have been following him. Jesus went through Jericho where Jesus goes to Zacchaeus’ house. 

In Luke 19:11-27 Jesus told the crowd the parable of the Ten Servants perhaps to correct the impression that the Kingdom of God would begin right away when Jesus knew for a fact that would not happen. In the parable the nobleman went off to be crowned king of the land in a distant land even though some in his country didn’t want him to be their king. Before he left he gave ten of his servants a pound of some coinage (about 3 month’s wages) to invest while he is away. When the king returns, he finds one servant has received a tenfold return on his investment. Another has only received a fivefold return, while another hid his pound in the dirt so he wouldn’t lose it. The master gives the first two servants charge over cities corresponding to the amount of their return, while the servant who hid his money had his money taken away and given to the one who had ten. Meanwhile those who didn’t want the master as their king were ordered to be killed in front of him.

After Jesus told the parable Jesus and his followers went on toward Jerusalem. They soon arrived near Bethany and Bethpage, about two miles east of Jerusalem, and Jesus give instructions to two disciples. It is clear as Jesus approaches Jerusalem he comes as King. There will be some who ‘resist his kingship and the kingdom he brings. Jesus had traveled by foot when he went around the country teaching and preaching about God and His Word. So the fact that Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem on a colt would have signaled to his disciples and anyone else that something special was happening.

Jesus knows exactly where the colt is and that the colt had never been ridden and he knows what the owner of the colt will say when the disciples ask for it. If anyone asks why the colt is needed, Jesus tells his disciples to respond, “The Lord needs it.” Their response worked when the owner confronted them and allowed them to take the colt. The disciples threw their own garments on the colt’s back as a sort of makeshift saddle for Jesus. Then they put Jesus on the colt. We take note at this point who is carrying out the action in this part of the story. To this point Jesus has told his disciples what to do but now they are taking the lead. In doing so the disciples recognize the importance of this event. They recognize the symbolism hidden in someone as powerful, although the disciples don’t fully understand, as Jesus riding a colt into Jerusalem the center of the Jewish universe, the very dwelling place of God. There is no mention of waving Palms in Luke’s text about Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, but perhaps because that detail wouldn’t have meant much to Luke’s Gentile audience.

This scene echoes Zechariah 9:9 – Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

Lowell Ogden tells the story of a little boy who lived out in the country around the turn of the century. He had never seen a traveling circus, and one was coming to his town on Saturday. When he asked his father for permission to go, his dad said he could providing his chores were done early. Saturday morning came. Chores finished, the little boy asked his father for some money to go to the circus. His dad reached down in his overalls and pulled out a dollar bill, the most money the boy had ever seen at one time. Off the little wide-eyed fellow went. As he approached the town, he saw people lining the streets. Peering through the line at one point, he got his first glimpse of the parade. There were animals in cages and marching bands. Finally, a clown was seen bringing up the rear of the parade. The little boy was so excited that when the clown passed, he reached in his pocket and handed him the precious dollar bill. Thinking he had seen the circus when he had only seen the parade, the little boy turned around and went home. 

Isn’t it sad that some people might come to church like this little boy who went to the circus? They might come with every intention to worship God but all they see is the parade – the parade of liturgy, hymn singings, prayers, preaching. They look from their pews  at all the activity and then turn to go home afterward; thinking they have been to God’s house, but yet they missed the main event – a personal encounter with Jesus!

Like the little boy who thought the parade was the circus, we may think all the liturgy, hymns, prayers, preaching are worship as we enthusiastically participate in worship but if we are not careful we might not connect with God in a deep personal way in a heart to heart relationship with God. We might leave worship the same way we came – untouched, unchanged.

This week let us remember what Jesus suffered for us so we can have a close, personal relationship with God. Let us keep waving palms, singing praises to Jesus, thanking him for his sacrifice so we can be in the presence of God and Jesus for an eternity. Amen.

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Heavenly Father, we are so busy thinking about ourselves, there is so much to do as we enter Holy Week that we cannot begin to consider what was in Jesus’ mind. On this Palm Sunday we shout for joy, smiling as we wave our palms but we quickly toss them aside as we go out into the world. We sometimes harden our hearts and don’t act like your disciples of love as we turn away those who come looking for help from us. But just as He was fully human like us, we too can be more like Jesus. As we begin our journey through Holy Week and beyond, may we choose humility over pride, weakness over strength, compassion over torment, and seek to do whatever we are called to do by You, Lord, without any promise of reward. We pray this in the loving name of our Lord and Savior Jesus. We bring before you now names and situations which concern us, people who face illness and grief, whose lives are torn by poverty, war, alienation, addiction, and hopelessness. Lord, we ask your loving mercy on them. Touch them with your healing touch.

 (Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones, and community and world concerns)

 (The Lord’s Prayer).

Benediction:

Brothers and sisters, as we enter into this holy week, let us keep our eyes on Jesus. He will show us where we need to go. Go into your week knowing you are loved perfectly, saved eternally, and empowered as a disciple of Jesus to share God’s love with everyone you meet.
